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1 Introduction
1.1 Purpose of this document
1.1.1 This Statement of Common Ground (‘SoCG’) has been prepared in respect of an application

for a Development Consent Order (‘the Application’) under section 37 of the Planning Act
2008 (‘PA 2008’) for the proposed M54 to M6 Link Road (‘the Scheme’) made by Highways
England Company Limited (‘Highways England’) to the Secretary of State for Transport
(‘Secretary of State’).

1.1.2 This SoCG does not seek to replicate information that is available elsewhere within the
Application documents. All documents are available on the Planning Inspectorate website.

1.1.3 This SoCG has been produced to confirm to the Examining Authority where agreement has
been reached between the parties. SoCG are an established means in the planning process
of allowing all parties to identify and focus on specific issues that may need to be addressed
during the Examination.

1.2 Parties to this Statement of Common Ground
1.2.1 This SoCG has been prepared by Highways England as the applicant and St Francis Group

('SFG').
1.2.2 Highways England became the Government-owned Strategic Highways Company on 1 April

2015. It is the highway authority in England for the strategic road network and has the
necessary powers and duties to operate, manage, maintain and enhance the network.
Regulatory powers remain with the Secretary of State. The legislation establishing
Highways England made provision for all legal rights and obligations of the Highways
Agency, including in respect of the Application, to be conferred upon or assumed by
Highways England.

1.2.3 SFG are the owners of the Royal Ordnance Factory at Featherstone in South Staffordshire
('ROF Featherstone'). ROF Featherstone is a Strategic Employment Site allocated for
employment uses in the South Staffordshire Local Plan.  The site is located to the north of
the M54 between Junctions 1 and 2.  A planning application for the development was
submitted in December 2020.  SFG is a leading regeneration specialist in the UK and an
expert in brownfield development.

1.3 Terminology
In the tables in the Issues chapter of this SoCG, ‘Not Agreed’ indicates a final position.
‘Under discussion’ indicates where these points will be the subject of ongoing discussion
wherever possible to resolve, or refine, the extent of disagreement between the parties.
‘Agreed’ indicates where the issue has been resolved.  All issues have been resolved.
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20/08/2020 Meeting between
AECOM, SFG and i-
transport (RR, AL,
AP and SE)

Discussed need to increase dialogue between SFG and
HE, the ROF Featherstone application, traffic modelling,
ROF Featherstone access, potential capacity issues at
M54 J2 and the M54 to M6 link road Examination.

24/08/2020 Email from HE to AP
and SE and letter to
SFG address

Notification of consultation on changes to DCO
application.

26/08/2020 Email from AL to AP,
SE

AL provided draft meeting minutes from the meeting on
20/08/20 for review.
Queried whether a traffic signal model had been produced
for the M54 J2 and whether this could be used to agree
modelling parameters.

28/08/2020 BC issue from HE to
i-transport

HE provided requested data to i-transport. However, i-
transport was unable to obtain this information so it was
issued again as below.

09/09/2020

09/09/2020

WeTransfer issue
from SE to BB

SE email to BB

Traffic counts and traffic forecasts supplied by HE to i-
Transport.

Confirming receipt of requested data. Further request for
2039 forecasts from model and minor queries in regard to
data supplied.

09/09/2020 Meeting between
HE, South
Staffordshire
Council,
Staffordshire County
Council and St
Francis Group (SB,
RR, AL, AK, GK,
KH, SP, JC, WS,
ND, AP, SE)

Discussion included:
- relationship between ROF Featherstone development
and M54 to M6 Link Road, including traffic modelling and
impact on M54 J2
- progress of ROF Featherstone planning application
- Proposed DCO changes.

15/09/2020 Email from AL to
meeting attendees.

AL provided minutes and actions from meeting on
09/09/20.

17/09/2020 Email from SE to AL SE provided comments on 20/08/20 meeting minutes,
provided an indicative programme for ROF Featherstone’s
infrastructure works and confirmed that M54 J2 LINSIG
model was currently being updated. Once complete, this
would be shared.

28/09/2020 Email from AK to SE Apologising for delay in issuing additional traffic data.

01/10/2020 Email from HE to
SFG

Traffic data issued to SFG (via SE).

01/10/2020 Email from SE to AL Confirming receipt of additional data.
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12/10/2020 Email from SE to AL
(cc RR, AK, BB, PT,
DJ, AP)

Email providing TN providing i-Transport’s results of
analysis on M54 Junction 2 for HE review.

22/10/2020 Email from AL to SE
and AP

Email providing draft SoCG for SFG to review

28/10/2020 Email from SE to AL Email providing SFG comments on draft SoCG.

28/10/2020 Phone call between
SE and AL

Phone call to discuss comments provided and how best to
work towards agreement.

29/10/2020 Teleconference
between AL, RR.
DE, NP, AM and SE

Discussion on SoCG and high level discussion on i-
Transport’s results of analysis of M54 Junction 2.

02/11/2020 Email from AL to SE Providing second draft of SoCG.

03/11/2020 Email from SE to AL Email providing second set of comments on draft SoCG.

03/11/2020
&
05/11/2020

Email exchange
between SE and AL

AL confirming that the changes could not be incorporated
into a draft to be submitted on 03/11/2020 due to being
received that day. SE expressed disappointment at this
outcome. Parties agreed that SFG would submit their own
case to the Examination in advance of an agreed SoCG.

11/11/2020 Email AL to SE Requesting clarity on comments in SoCG

16/11/2020 Telephone call
between AL and SE

Discussing next steps on SoCG

18/11/2020 Email from SE to AL Includes SFG proposed text for the SoCG for HE to
consider.

08/12/2020 Email from SE to AL Sending copy of the draft Transport Assessment for the
ROF Featherstone development

10/12/2020 Email from SE to AL Email sending further comments on SoCG

06/01/2021 Email from AL to SE Email with next draft of SoCG incorporating SFG
comments

14/01/2021 Email from SE to AL Email providing further comments on the SoCG

21/01/2021 Email from AL to SE Email detailing how final points may be addressed but
noting that the project team were awaiting comments from
HE OD on the ROF Featherstone TA.

04/02/2021 Virtual meeting
between SE, AP,
AL, RR, AM, DE,
NP, BB, PT and DJ.

Meeting to agree how to close out the SoCG and matters
arising from Highways England’s response to the ROF
Featherstone planning application.

08/02/2021 Email from AL to SE Sending revised draft SoCG

10/02/2021 Email from SE to AL Email providing further comments on the SoCG

11/02/2021 Email from AK to SE Confirming HE is happy with proposed changes to to
progress to signatures.
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12/02/2021 Email from SE to AL Providing signed copy of SoCG

2.1.2 It is agreed that this is an accurate record of the key meetings and consultation undertaken
between (1) Highways England and (2) SFG in relation to the issues addressed in this
SoCG.
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NP Nick Phillips M54 to M76 link
road traffic modeller

Aecom

PT Patrick Thomas Development
Control

Highways England

RR Rob Ramshaw Project Manager Aecom

SE Steve Eggleston Partner i-Transport LLP
(representing St
Francis Group)

SP Sarah Plant Assistant Team
Manager

South Staffordshire
Council

SB Steve Beech Project Director Link Connex

WS Will Spencer Highways Staffordshire County
Council




